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Seymour Simon
1915 ~ 2006

An independent political mind
Chicagoan was true to his beliefs in a career in
politics and law that spanned nearly 70 years

By Trevor Jensen
and Joseph Sjostrom
Tribune staff reporters

Seymour Simon was a Chica-
go Democrat with an independ-
ent streak who sparred with ev-
eryone from Mayor Richard J.
Daley to his fellow Illinois Su-
preme Court justices during a
political career that took him
through all three branches of
government.

Simon, 91, died Tuesday of
cancer in Northwestern Memo-
riaj Hospital, said his son,
John.

Simon made far more friends
than enemies during his
lengthy life in politics, but his
repeated refusal to toe the par-
ty line kept him in the middle of
numerous political du;&lxps. At
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SIMON:

He dissented
on all cases of
death penalty
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community too. They don't
make many like Seymour.”

Mayor Richard M. Daley
noted that Simon’s career was
marked with “countless honors
and awards.”

“This glant of the legal profes-
sion dedicated his life to public
service, and we will miss his
many contributions and tre
mendous leadership,” Daley
said in a statement.

“He was a giant of Chicago
politics who worked in all three
branches of government and
whose persona was larger than
life,” Ald. Edward Burke (14th),
who served in the City Councu
with Simon, said in a statement.

As a state Supreme Court jus-
tice in the 1980s, Simon became
an automatic dissent in all
death penalty cases, arguingthe
death penalty was unconstitu-
tional because it could never be
applted fairly

“He was true to himself, and
what he knew to be right,” said
Rob Warden, executive director
of the Center on Wrongful Con-
victions at Northwestern Uni
versity School of Law. "Politics
wowld not enter into a decigion
Seymour made in a criminal
case.’

A working lawyer for most of
his life, he was a partner with
DLA Piper in Chicago at the
time of his death.

“He liked politics, he loved
people,” John Simon said. “He
enjoyed being part of the com-
munity. That was his pgreat in-
terest when [ think of it”

Simon, who was born on Aug
10,1915, grew up in Albany Park,
the son of a lawyer. He was a
graduate of Rooseveit High
School and Northwestern Uni
versity, where he attended law
school and graduated first in his
class in 1938. He served in the
Navy during World War 1l In
1954, he married a widow with
three children, Roslyn Biel, and
the family lived for many years
nn the Hollywood Park neigh
borhood

In his early years on the City
Council, Simon was a Demo
cratic machine loyalist who
served as a lieutenant to Ald
Thomas E.  Keane, Mayor
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the time of his death, he was
working on his memoirs with
Chicago writer Lester Munson.
The working title: “It Wasn’t
Camelot.”

“He always had this pen-
chant for exercising independ-
ence,” said former congress-
man and retired federal judge
Abner Mikva, a longtime

friend. “He was no Go-Along~

Joe, and he made a difference.”

Simon served two stints asan
alderman for the 40th Ward on
the Northwest Side, from 1955
t0 1961, and then from 1967 until
1974, when he joined the Illinois
Appellate Court. In between he
was on the Cook County Board,
serving as president from 1962
to 196¢.

“He was a great lawyer and
great pojfitician before he be-

Tribune file photo by Bill Hogan
Seymour Simon served as a
justice of the lllinois Supreme
Court from 1980 to 1988.

came judge,” said former Gov.
James Thompson. “He’s old
school. He was admired by eve-
rybody in the legal community
and everybody in the political
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field Township for use as a gar-
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Mayor Richard J. Daley (left) congratulates Seymour Simon on his ascent to president of the Cool County Board in 1962.

troduced a resolution directing

Seymour Simon

Borm: Aug. 10, 1915, in Chicago.
Education: Northwestern Uni
versity, bachelor of science,
1935; law degree. 1938
Political résumé:

Alderman, 40th Ward

1955-61, 1967-74

Cook County Board commis
sioner. 1961 62

president. 1962 -66

Minois Appellate Coun judae

linois Supreme Court judge

Legal practice:

Attorney for the .S Depart
ment of justice. 1938-42: attor
ney in Chicago, 1946-74, p.
ner iaw firm of Rudnick &
now DLA Piper, 1988 2006

vacancy on the Coc
Board in 1961 In July i
with Daley and Keane's approv
al, he took over as board presi

dent

pendent streak that the
and other party

Jagain found intolerable

Tribune fie phote
Then-Ald. Seymour Simon in
a dispute during a 1973 Chi-
cago City Council meeting.

He began 1o display an inde

chieftains
He crossed
Keane by refusing to order the
rezoning of 146 acres in North

bage dump at the alderman's re-

quest.
“Keane msisted, 'It's Sey
mow or me,’'" said Leon

Despres, the council’s most out
spoken independent and the
first Mayor Daley's longtime
nemesis "Daley couldn’t afford
1o nake Keane a mortal cnemy.”

In 1966 Daley saw (o il that Si
mon was not reslated by e
Demoerats for County Board
president. St committeeman
n the 40th W . hewas able 1o
win election as alderman and
return to the City Council
1967

“That incident really made
Seymour inte a man,” Despres
said of Simon's faceoff with
Koane "When hec : back. he
was a dUTerent man.” While not
totally breaking from the party,
Simon “frequently  opposed
Da and wized  him”
Despres said

Bucking Daley was a some
whal guixotic mission Arguing
that the mavor would pack the
City Council gallery with sup
portive city workers, Simon in

the mayor 10 send the employees
back to their jobs. It was defeat
ed 34-6. Bul he also had some
success during his second go
round as alderman, leading
fights to eliminate pay (oiets ot
O'Hare International Airport
and to keep lees down m the
city's parking garages

Simon left the City Council
for the state Appellive Court
and then in 1980 defeated Appel
late Judee Francis Lorenz. thi
Democratic Party's chowe, ina
for a seal on the Sn
i

Durimg his tennre with the
high court, he nearly 200
majority opinions They includ
ed o landmark 1984 decision up
holding Marton Grove's ban an
handguns and a 196 decision
that raled invalid a propose
referendum am
Mayor Harold
conducting Chicago's mayoral
election on a nunpartisan bhasis

In 1982 he agan angered Dem
ncratic loyalists whe Jomed
with three Republ 1 justices
1o provide the majority in rul
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ing the stisle’s recount statule
unconstitutional  giving
Thompson a third term by a
5.074-voladviantage over Adlay
k Kgyenson Il

Stevenson a former LS sen
ator, told the Tribune in a Mo
vember 2000 interyview that he
felt Simon's vote was retribn
tion for not helping him secure
federal judgeship when Steven
son was a U8 senator. Simm
called Stevenson's comments
“nonsense

Simon was also the author o
some 175 dissents He was the
court’s lone dissenter in 1947
when the court denied Ed Laoss
a former fugihive and drug ad
dict, a license o practice law Si
mon started a public furor when
he said the full court vialated irs
own rules in the case and mav
have turned the entire leensimg
process into “a sham.’

Simon  resigned  from  the
court with three yearslefton his
term, although he said at the
time that the rancor over his
dissemt in the Loss case higl
nothing o do with his decision

“1 think I've always been one
1o stand up and speak my own
mind and march to my own
drumbeat,” Simon old the Trib
une

In 1984, Stmon joined Richid
M. Daley's campaign for mavol
a move that provoked sarprise
because of Stimon’s sometimes
fractions  relationship  with
Daley's father

“Things “hange times

Simon teld the Trin
une “The son doesn’ | have 1o b
like the father in all respects
There arc many respects in
which I know he will be like the
and that will benefit the

y continued his fight
leath penalty. On g
(rigid Decembier dav a few years
apo. Mikviy said he found him
self nest 1o Sumon ol an anty
desth penatty rally at Daley Pla
Zin. ASs the speeches dragged on
Mikva leaned ovor o Sunon and
sl TDonR’t vou 1ink we s

done enouph ! this”

“No U Shmon replied. Yo'
wol to keep doimg i, or vou forget
how."

Simon 15 survived by his wile
Roslvi, two sons, John Siman
and Anthonv Biek a daughter
Nancy Simon Cooper; 10 primnd

hildren:i ureat-grandehil
dren; and asister, Murie! Miller

Services are sel [orilaam. Fri
lav 1 Chicago Sinan Congrega
ton, 15 W Delaware Pl
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